






















Comprehensive Survey on Patent Applications under the Japanese version of the 
Bayh–Dole System 
ABSTRACT 
More than 20 years have passed since a clause commonly called the Japanese version of the 
Bayh–Dole system was implemented in the Act on Special Measures for Revitalization of Industrial 
Vitality. Meanwhile, in order to ensure thorough use of the system at intellectual property strategy 
meetings, etc., efforts have been made to expand the application of the system through the 
conversion from the thyme law to the permanent law, such as the decision of the government to 
expand the measures applied to commissioned research and development. 
In this report, all patent applications that apply the Japanese version of the buy-dole system 
comprehensively identified and extracted from the public gazette are made into a database, and 
various situations from the enforcement of the system to the present are examined using such 
information. 
Since the Japanese version of the buy-dole system came into effect in October 1999, the number 
of patent applications applying the system has increased, and it has grown to around 2,500 cases 
per year.  The increase in the number of applications in the early days of the system was due 
overwhelmingly to applications from companies. After the conversion to public incorporation of 
national universities in 2004, the influence of higher education institutions began to be seen, and 
now the position of the holder of the number of applications after companies has been secured, and 
the contribution to the change in the number of applications is increasing.  
In addition, the examination request rate of applications applying this system is about 10 points 
higher than the average rate in Japan, and there is a high willingness to make inventions a right. 
The patent appraisal rate was also about 10 points higher, and it was clarified that there were 
many excellent inventions that met the patent requirements. 
In addition, looking at patent  applications that apply the system to the inventions of 
researchers at national universities, the number of patent applications in which national 
universities have succeeded rights has exceeded 90% from less than 15% before in-business 
(succession as a country), and the Japanese version of the buy-dole system has had a significant 
impact on the transformation of national universities' rights awareness of the results of 
government-funded commissioned research and development.
